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 Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Order of Worship 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 

The Kingdom of Peace Is Here and Now 
 

Welcome to all who gather to worship the Lord this day! Welcome to the 
promise of Advent: Amid barren trees, Isaiah announces spring growth — a “shoot” 
representing new life in Jesus (11:1).  
Please sign your name in the Attendance pad at the end of the pew, or register 
online via the QR code on the right.  If you are a guest, please take one of the visitor 
bags at the Welcome Center counter at the front entrance.  
 

As We Gather 
In the opening verses of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, John greets the readers 
of his epistle in this singular way: “Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who 
was and who is to come” (Revelation 1:4). John is confident that God’s grace is readily 
available for the readers of his letter who are scattered in many Christian gatherings 
across the area of Asia. And he is certain that the peace of God can reach to all of his 
readers in their very different and individual situations. The Advent season brings us 
the assurance that God’s plan is still unfolding and that we continue to abide in His 
peace. In this season of busyness, we can be peaceful and peaceable people by God’s 
grace!  
 

Call to Worship  “Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain”  (Pilgrim Choir) 
Climb to the top of the highest mountain, Joyous tidings proclaim to the world, 
Lift up your voice, Shout the good news: Behold, your Lord comes to you. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd, He will carry the lambs in his arms, 
He will ever keep them safe from harm.  Behold, your Lord comes to you. 
He who made the stars in the heaven, He who fashioned the earth and the sea, 
From time eternal he was God, the Alpha and Omega, he, Behold your Lord! 
He will come in power and glory, He will rule with mercy and truth, 
Hope of the nations, Light of the world, Light of all. 
He will love the little children, He will hold them in his arms. 
Love him and trust him as a child, Behold, your Lord comes to you. 
Carolyn Jennings. ©1981 Neil A. Kjos Music Company. CCLI License #806791. 
 

Welcome 
 

Memory Verse of the Month: “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.”  (Psalm 24:1) 
 

Opening Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway” #343 
 

Invocation  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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Psalm of the Day  Psalm 72:1-7 
Pastor: Give the king your justice, O God, 
People: and your righteousness to the royal son! 
 

Pastor: May he judge your people with righteousness, 
People: and your poor with justice! 
 

Pastor: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
People: and the hills, in righteousness! 
 

Pastor: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,  
 give deliverance to the children of the needy, 
People: and crush the oppressor! 
 

Pastor: May they fear you while the sun endures, 
People: and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
 

Pastor: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
People: like showers that water the earth! 
 

Pastor: In his days may the righteous flourish, 
People: and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
  
 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: O God, our Father, You have set forth the way of life for us in Your 

beloved Son. We confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our 
failure to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross. 

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. We 
acknowledge our sinful nature and confess our sinful thoughts, 
words, and deed. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within us. Amen.  

Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I announce 
to you the forgiveness of all your sins. Now may the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 
calls you is faithful; He will surely do it  

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn of Praise: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” #338 
 
Prayer for the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your 

only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
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reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 11:1–10 (A shoot shall come forth from the stump of  Jesse.) 
 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle:  Romans 15:4–13 (Paul points to Christ as the source of hope.)  
 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 3:1–12 (John the Baptist preached in the wilderness.)  
 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 (The Gospel is read.) 
 

 Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  #344 
 

Sermon: “Heaven Sent Help for Earthly Preparations”  by Pastor Malme 
 

Apostles’ Creed   
     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people 

according to their needs. 
Come, O Lord, among us, that as people united in faith, we may witness to the 
Good News that is ours in Christ Jesus. With hope we pray: 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor: Come, O Lord, with Your presence on earth, that in those places where strife and 
discord rule there be times of peace. Come to our nation, that we find joy in that 
which is done through it by the leaders and by the people. With hope we pray: 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor: Come, O Lord, and walk beside us that Your love and blessing be evident in all 
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that we say and do. With hope we pray: 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor: Come, O Lord, and bring Your response to the special concerns on our hearts 
today, including health and family needs and situations that are part of life, and 
also for those struggling with the sting of death as they grieve their loved ones 
[including . . .]. With hope we pray: 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor: Come, O Lord, and hear the praises of Your people, rejoicing with gladness and 
gratitude for Your goodness to us and Your guidance for our family of faith, 
[including . . .]. With hope we pray: 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Pastor: For all those who have completed their earthly journey in faith and now rest 

from their labors in eternal peace and joy, serving as witnesses of Your never-
ending care, we bless You, O Lord, and ask that we also be numbered with the 
saints in glory everlasting. With hope we pray: 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

Offering: “Coins for Christ” is an important part of the Mission funding at Pilgrim.  
Through this program all loose coins in the offering plate are donated to a mission 
project. During December, “Coins for Christ” is supporting N.E.W. Lutheran High 
School.                                    . 
 

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member 
of Pilgrim Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it 
along.  Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 
 

Offering Hymn:  “Once He Came in Blessing” #333 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

Preface  
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for You 
have established Your kingdom of peace among us and have brought to us the 
joy of Your salvation. Above all, we give thanks for the limitless love shown to 
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son as the fulfillment of Your great 
promises. Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us Your 
supporting presence, Lord, now and forever. Together with angels and all who 
rejoice in heaven we praise Your glorious name and sing: 

 

Sanctus (p. 161 ) 
 ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:   
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord. We thank You for having sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, to give Himself as a perfect sacrifice for us so that our lives may know 
true peace and endless joy. Invited by Your grace, we come to Your Table with 
thankful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood that we may 
continue as the people of Your kingdom. Hear us now as we pray together ... 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Agnus Dei  (Lamb of God) (p. 163) 

 ♫  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us.   

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   
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Distribution Hymns: 
 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”  #334 
 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  #621 
 “ Arise, O Christian People”  #354 
 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have again welcomed us at Your Table 

and have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. Grant 
that the body and blood of our Lord now within us keep us joy-filled and secure 
in Your love. Bless us through this divine gift that we may live with assurance 
and confidence, even in times of earthly sadness and sorrow. Grant that Your 
Holy Spirit enlighten us with His gifts that we be people who rejoice in Your 
promises and live to Your glory. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

People: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Closing Hymn:  “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”  #348    
    
 
 
 
 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper and confess that we receive not only bread and wine, but 
also the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of sins and are united intimately 
with Him and each other in a holy faith fellowship. 
 
Because of our concern for all who receive the Sacrament here (1 Cor. 11:27-30) and since 
receiving the Supper is also a confession of faith (1 Cor. 10:16-17), any who are not 
instructed, in doubt, or have not communed here before are requested to talk with a pastor 
before communing. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available for those in 
need; please discuss this with the pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar and would 
like to receive communion in the pew, please inform an usher.  



Isaiah 11:1-10 
The Righteous Reign of the Branch 
11 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump 
of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 
fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And his 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes 
by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness 
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the 
belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fat-
tened calf together; and a little child shall lead 
them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child 
shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's 
den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall 
stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 
glorious.  
 
Romans 15:4-13 
Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 
4 For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that through endur-
ance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of 
endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord with 
Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 
circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in or-

der to confirm the promises given to the patri-
archs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glori-
fy God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore 
I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to 
your name.” 10 And again it is said, “Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again, “Praise 
the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
extol him.” 12 And again Isaiah says, “The root of 
Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13 May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope. 
 
Matthew 3:1-12 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching 
in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he 
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 
he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his 
paths straight.’” 4 Now John wore a garment of 
camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Phari-
sees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children for Abra-
ham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and gather 
his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 


